
Biography 

My name is Evelina Vakal and I am from Ukraine.  I just 

finished school at Blue Mountain Academy (BMA), one 

of our Adventist boarding schools.  I left my big close-knit 

family back in Ukraine to come study here.  Having 

parents and family who are involved with the church has 

given me the desire to want to serve more as well.  With 

little opportunity to be a part of the music program at 

home in Ukraine, I could only dream of a place and time 

where I could do more.  God gave me the desire of my 

heart, by answering my prayers in the most unexpected 

way the summer of 2015.  

 

I was coming home from visiting my grandmother’s house 

in Moldova when I found out there was an American 

family evangelizing and teaching English in my city.  I 

was excited to be a part of it because I knew very little 

English and wanted to learn more.  What made it even 

better was finding out from my dad that this family was 

looking for a music student to come to the United States to 

attend BMA. 

  

I still remember my dad telling me and my mom the news.  I couldn't believe It, I felt very 

overwhelmed!  My parents knew that we had to seize the opportunity because something like 

this may never happen again.  Ever since I was a child, I have dreamed of getting an education in 

America, but I never talked about it.  I knew there was no way my parents could afford it.  

Although I had fears of leaving my family and going to a country where I did not know the 

language, God brought me here safely just a few months later. 

 

I knew very little English, but through hard work I have come a long way.  I have had the 

opportunity to participate in a music program at my school, which has also helped me on my 

journey. God blessed me with talents to sing and play piano, so by doing that I am getting a little 

bit of music scholarship to help financially.  There have also been some very generous families 

who have helped support me and my education.  For financial reasons, I completed grades 10-12 

in just two years with straight “A’s”, finishing my junior and senior years together.  I have also 

just been accepted to attend Southern Adventist University.  The current war in Ukraine has been 

so devastating in many ways, particularly the economic situation.  As a result, my parents are not 

able to support me financially.  My parents can't even send me 100 dollars any more.  The 

thought that my family has to limit themselves in food and clothes makes me cry because I know 

I can’t help them.  BUT, I have a dream that one day I'll fulfill my ultimate goal of becoming a 

dentist and help my family have a more comfortable life.  I have a dream that one day I'll be able 

to help people who are struggling, as I have.  Even though I face the difficulties of today, I know 

that if I continue working hard and trusting God, that my dreams will come true. “For I know the 

plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 

 

 


